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Beit Hagefen
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Beit HaGefen, an Arab-Jewish center founded in 1963, and a pioneer in the field of intercultural dialogue, is a nonprofit organization that strives to establish equalitarian and shared spaces that contain the diversity of identities and cultures in Israel and worldwide.
The center is a leader in instilling intercultural approaches and constructing a shared society. It leads social and community—centered processes in the spirit of democratic values, while providing tools for dealing with the complex issues inherent to a society comprised

of many cultures.

Beit HaGefen is active in the fields of culture, art, education, and tourism, while maintaining a connection with the community and constantly expanding the circles of collaboration with institutions that strive to promote similar goals in Israel and worldwide. Our work
is based on the conviction that an encounter and an interpersonal familiarity with another culture - its stories, cultural, and spiritual assets — are essential for breaking down barriers and building trust between the different national and religious groups living in Haifa
and the rest of Israel.

Beit HaGefen's professional team has extensive experience in developing and implementing programs that engage with intercultural dialogue for a broad range of audiences. Beit HaGefen creates diverse projects with the different disciplines in which it operates: theater,

library, youth club, women’s and girls’empowerment, culture, music, and more.

Tachles Arab-Jewish Youth Club has, as its mission, the creation of a genuine encounter between Jewish and Arab teens in Haifa, with the aim of deepening interpersonal, cultural, and national familiarity, shaping dialogue and discourse norms, developing curiosity
and tolerance, and training the teens for leadership positions in order to lead a Jewish—Arab dialogue and promote shared living in Haifa.
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Eyes, shoes, leather, head coverings, nails, iPhone, hair, makeup.
Claude, Sasha, Hytam, Tamara, Leila, Alina, Emad, Livy, Aseel, Shaked, Amani, Bulus.
Silence and laughter, whispers, shouts, fear, embarrassment.

A week, and another week, and slowly we learn. About another photographer and another camera button. About who is a very good student and who has a little brother. What she wants to be when she grows up and where we go to visit the family. Learning to recognize
someone’s photographic language, and discovering that he also knows how to draw. Someone comes to a meeting gloomy; of course we need to talk.

We met over a period of time, equipped with cameras and phones. We walked around together in our city, in less familiar neighborhoods, undergoing experiences together. Getting to know “the others” a bit more; and while doing so, getting to know ourselves.

The Photography and Identity Group is a youth group at the Tachles Club. As part of the weekly meetings throughout the year, the members deepened their knowledge of the other group members, learned about different cultures, were exposed to various perspectives

on reality, studied photography, and worked together in the community. The exhibition presents works created by members of the group during the year.



